Transmittal History for Revision to the Political Science Major and associated Political Theory Courses
ASC CCI 

4/18/08 unapproved minutes excerpt

Political Science minor

A. Intro by Sub C Chair of the approval process—major changes proposed and objectives of the proposal.

B. Department Faculty’s statement: Bill Liddle’s intro of the objectives and brief history of the proposal.

C. Q & A: Dave: Does the internship credit hours balance with the course work? DeYoung: The new rule is to allow more flexibility in combination of research and internship. That will give them will give the students 15 hours but only 10 hours will count with the revision. Liddle: we don’t want to discourage the students from internship.

Move to approve: Sub C

Second: Krissek

Yes: all

No: none         Abstention: none

Subcommittee C

2/27/2008 minutes excerpt

2. Poli Sci Major revision— Approved


a. credit hours increased— it’s adequately addressed in the proposal.


b. looks very strong now with the comparison chart 

c. p.7, 2, remove [At stated in paragraph (A) above]


d. p. 10, 3, the same as b, remove [At stated in paragraph (A) above]


e. Sub C still would like to see some pre-reqs

Subcommittee C

2/6/2008 minutes excerpt

4. Political Science Major Revision—Guests: Bill Liddle & Wayne DeYoung

i. Review based on the minutes of the 1-16-08 Sub C meeting:

a. Guests’ explanation of pre-major courses and transfer credits. 

b. Pre-reqs: Suggestion to have non-specified Poli Sci courses as pre-reqs

c. Clarification of the proposal: strike the rest of the 2nd paragraph (on proposal p.3), except the 1st sentence, change “students” to “major”, and combine with the 1st paragraph.

d. Internship experiences: There is no 699 course in Poli Sci. 699 should be the official undergraduate research course in ASC. Example of Psychology to combine 699 and internship and limit into 10 credit hours. 593 is equivalent to 200 level course. Keep 593 for substantive topic studies, and use 699 for research. 

20 hours of internship and independent studies and count toward the major seemed to much. Why not limit it to 15 credit hours (or even less) and not increasing 5 hours if the rationale is for breadth and depth. Bill & Wayne: it’s ok to make the change. Bill and Wayne will discuss possible alternatives with department and make change if any.

e. Wayne will remove the “regular” campus on p.7 point 8.

ii. Limits of Transfer: The response brought by Wayne to the meeting — Point A is fine. Discussed Point B and the rules of maximum transfer credit hours at OSU.

The committee and guests disagreed about the limit of transferable credit hours. Ask Randy about the maximum credit hours of transfer credit hours, or refer to CCI.

iii. Bill will send the revision in a day of two. (revision received on the same day later.)

iv. will wrap up the discussion till revision comes back

Subcommittee C

1/16/2008 minutes excerpt

5. Poli Sci Major Revision – Sent back and invite representative to next Sub C meeting

i. Pre-major courses: 200-level courses serve as pre-major courses in the program. 

The proposal provides a rationale for required pre-major courses (the major’s current practice). They do not have/want a single intro course, therefore use the advising system to guide students and class enrollment. If this issue is not addressed in the proposal and no action is taken concerning the pre-reqs, then the second paragraph on p.3 should be taken out.

ii. Clarification: the proposal seemed to imply an assumption that taking any lower-level course in the program would provide a foundation for any sub-disciplines in the major? Add a few sentences to spell out the assumption if there is any.

iii. Justification for 5-credit increase: (1) response to the assessment effort: the student survey complaints that current program has not enough depth (2) simultaneously, the field has broadened and the content should be broadened to cover the breadth and depth. Therefore the credit cannot be shifted from courses to courses and needs addition. Fine.

iv. Internship experiences clarification: p. 7 point 6 in relation with p.4 point 5. 

(1) what kind of things are included in 593? (2) where, if anywhere, does 699 fall into, e.g. research credit hours or independent studies? No 699 seen in Book 3. (3) Is 593 included in the ten hours? (4) Is it 10 hours or 20 hours for this category? 

v. Clarification: “regular campus” on P.7 point 8- explain or change the word of use.

vi. Consolidate and clarify the relationship between point 2, 7 and 8 on p.7. Make one statement instead of three.

vii. Transfer credits-- P.7 point 2: “courses taken at other institutions that receive OSU courses numbers”- transfer credits? General or transfer credit? A major’s course or non-major course? 100-level cannot be transferred? 

viii. Transfer Guide on p.11: suggest to take Appendix 6 out since it is not pertinent to the major change and yet is confusing.

ix. Invite representative (Bill or Herbert or undergrad advisor) to our next meeting.

x. No major problems, but needs clarification. It will also help the future approval process.

Sent back.

12-26-08 Revisions Approved by SBS CCC via e-vote

SBS College Curriculum Committee

11-07-2007 approved minutes excerpt

2. Political Science Major


A. Discussion of page 3 Item 1: Which course(s) should be required of pre-majors 
before they declare?  One of each of 100, 101, 145, 210 plus 165, 201, 245, and 
211, which are all foundational in their respective fields? Why exclude the latter 
four?



i.Advising a concern in that the advisors have to steer students toward 8 


courses instead of four, each one representing an area.  Courses will be 


identified by title and students can determine which one(s) to take.  



ii. 200-level courses are already part of the major so those courses can 


count towards major and can do double duty

iii. Q: What is rationale for adding a pre-major?  State law.  If there were no pre-major courses, transfer students can substitute a low level course from elsewhere for a high-level course here. PS doesn’t have a “state and local” course here so students were getting course credit for these at a higher number.  Some faculty would like to see students having more foundational courses.

iv. Q: If you are coming in as an undergrad, are advisors telling students to take 200s?  No, but they make the students aware of the double dipping.



Q: If a st takes a 200 as a pre-major course, can it really still count toward 


major? 



v. Committee would like more clarification of “Pre-Major” label because 


they are worried about PS losing their major courses.  100-level courses 


have historically been for general population, not pre-majors

vi. A “pre-major” course cannot count toward the major. Would disadvantage others in other 
fields taking 100-level pre-major courses.



vii. Q: Would it be better to say all 100 and 200-level courses, as EA 


proposed?  Seems like 100s as a pre-major would be tighter. With the 


newly resurrected 165, this is now possible.  Theory faculty would not like 

that as they see 210 & 211 as their intro to theory courses.  Could they 


teach them as 110 and 111?



viii. Bill Liddle will bring these issues back to dept. checking carefully on 


whether or not pre-major courses are mutually exclusive


B. 5-hour increase



i. brings dept in line with benchmark institutions



ii. items 2 & 5 argues for increased rigor by eliminating internship, 


bringing curriculum into line with better prepared students

iii. introducing a concentration as part of justification, plus more political 

theory courses which reflect new staff – introducing this depth focus does 


not increase hours but because of this, students cannot just absorb increased breadth



iv. adding to breadth area, which is what accounts for the credit hour 


increase Suggestion to make Item 3 explanation more explicit. Adding a 


requirement to better reflect changes in field; We don’t want to sacrifice 


depth for breadth so when depth is added, breadth must be expanded



v. Do internship hours count toward a specific concentrations?  No, they 


shouldn’t.  Overlap between breadth requirement and concentration. 


Likely internship is a separate component.



vi. Suggestion: a diagram or a sample 4-year plan b/c it’s difficult for 


committee to figure out a student’s path



vii. If you reduce internship from 20 to 10, why add another 5?  Isn’t that a 

net increase of 15?  Why need the extra 5?


C. Make more transparent that there are now 400 level courses show old and new 
structures in a side-by-side table


D. Committee recommends revisions including syllabus for 211.


E. Caution: any new 100 or 200-level course could potentially be a pre-major. 
Listing 4 or 8 specific courses would counteract that


F. Bill will bring back a new draft at the next meeting.

